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[image: ]Writing is an enhancing and encouraging passion for those who love to scribble, jot down notes and play with words. It may not be too appealing for those who are not adept with incorporating words however one must realize the essence of writing since it is already a part of our day-to-day activities. 

Writing is one of the five macro skills in English that centers on allowing ideas and information flow from letters to words to sentences. It allows someone to express thoughts and messages by composing paragraphs or articles. Writers follow some features in writing; thus, it is much easier to write compositions that are informative, factual and persuasive. 

Knowing the basic features of academic writing is a must and an advantage. Students should know about the features of academic writing to appreciate a particular text, essay or composition. Therefore, through this module which was taken from the Most Essential Learning Competency, “Distinguish features of academic writing” (EN7WC-I-c-4.2), you are envisioned to absorb knowledge that will deepen your understanding about academic writing. 

Once you finish this module, you are expected to:
· Distinguish the different features of academic writing specifically on Informative texts.
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 What I Know
		Before we begin a fruitful journey, let us check your prior knowledge about academic writing and its features. Answer the pre-test below.

	Directions: Read each item carefully and encircle the letter of your answer. 

	1. The following are features of academic writing, EXCEPT:
	A. Unity		B. Coherence 		C. Diversity 		D. Completeness

	2. Which feature is needed to achieve oneness of idea?
 	A. Unity		B. Coherence 		C. Diversity 		D. Completeness

	3. Coherence is one of the feature of academic writing. What does the word “cohere” mean?  
	A. Get together of ideas.			C. Speak together the thoughts. 
	B. Hold together the concepts. 		D. Work together collaboratively. 

	4. The following are examples of academic writings, EXCEPT:
	A. Research					C. Documentary
	B. Investigative Report 			D. Poem

	5. Which of the following sentences BEST describes academic writing?
	A. Academic writing uses images and descriptions.	
	B. Academic writing uses formal and impersonal words.
	C. Academic writing is a twist from the text you usually read. 
	D. Academic writing uses words that appeal to the emotions. 




[image: ]What’s In


		
		Activity 1: Tell Me Something. 
			Check the image below and identify who the public figure is. Once you know her, write her name inside the box under the image. Beside the image are boxes where you must put some information about her. 
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		Activity 2: Know More.
		Do you know the lady in the picture above? Yes, you got it right. She is Anne Curtis- a well-known showbiz personality in the Philippines. Get to know her more by reading an informative text about her below. After that, you must answer the process questions that follow. 
Anne Curtis elevated to UNICEF National Goodwill Ambassadors
	MANILA, 7 February 2019 – UN children’s agency UNICEF confers the formal title of UNICEF National Goodwill Ambassador to long-time celebrity advocates Daphne Oseña-Paez and Anne Curtis.
	Paez and Curtis are new additions to a long list of UNICEF Goodwill Ambassadors who actively support and promote children’s rights, such as Gary Valenciano, David Beckham, Orlando Bloom, Millie Bobby Brown, Jackie Chan, Priyanka Chopra, Ricky Martin, Leo Messi, Liam Neeson, Shakira and Lilly Singh.
	UNICEF Goodwill Ambassadors are well-known personalities who lend their influence for the wellbeing of children, who are willing to do their utmost to mobilize support for children. They are volunteers who demonstrate a high level of commitment to children and to the organization. We welcome Daphne and Anne into the UNICEF family as new UNICEF National Goodwill Ambassadors because of their strong dedication and drive for results for children throughout all these years,” Ms. Lotta Sylwander, UNICEF Philippines Representative says.
	Actress, model, television host, recording artist and entrepreneur Anne Curtis has been a major donor to UNICEF since 2009, until her closer involvement with UNICEF led her to being appointed a celebrity advocate in 2014. Anne’s special projects with UNICEF include the Heroes for Children runs to support children’s First 1,000 Days, fundraising through international marathons, and a children’s book that encourages reading and instilling confidence in one’s self.
	“I am honored and committed to raising awareness on the issues and rights of children. Children should be our priority and it is our collective responsibility to ensure they have a bright future ahead of them. There is still much more to be done but I believe we all can play our part to bring smiles to children’s faces,” she says.
Source:https://www.unicef.org/philippines/press-releases/daphne-paez-and-anne-curtis-elevated-unicef-national-goodwill-ambassadors


































Process Questions:

	1. Why did UNICEF award Anne Curtis as an Ambassador of goodwill?
	_________________________________________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________________________________________
	2. Are the information in the text clear and logically arranged? Why or why not?
	_________________________________________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________________________________________
	3. What is the most striking information you get from the informative text above?
	_________________________________________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________________________________________
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 		The informative text you read in the previous page is an example of academic writing. 
		
Academic Writing is a type of non-fiction writing that uses words which are formal, standard and impersonal. These are pieces of writing that are clear, concise and supported by evidences. 
 Examples of this are the following: 
		1. Informative Texts
		2. Persuasive Texts
		3. Research Papers

		Informative Texts are academic writings that aim to provide accurate, factual and proven information to its readers. In order to explain topics, writers should take into consideration the different features of academic writing which are essential in coming up with a logical, clear and substantial informative texts. 


Features of an Informative Text

Basically, an informative text has three parts. The introduction which introduces the topic, the body which presents ideas that support the topic and the conclusion which ties up all the ideas presented. 

An Informative Text has the following features:

1. UNITY
		Unity in a text means oneness of ideas. A good text possesses unity when all the sentences develop the main idea. Unity in the paragraph is achieved by the use of a topic sentence which develops the idea, supporting details and a clinching sentence. 

Example of a paragraph with UNITY from an Informative Text:
		
“The Americans returned in 1945. Filipinos rejoiced and guerrillas who fled to the mountain joined the liberating American Army. On July 4, 1946, the Philippines regained its freedom and the Filipino flag waved joyously alone. The chains were broken.”

Source: English – Grade 7 Learner’s Material, First Edition, Department of Education, FEB Printing Corp.,, Philippines, 2017

2. COMPLETENESS
		Completeness is achieved in a text if it says all that is intended to say. It includes enough and only enough examples. 


Example of a paragraph with COMPLETENESS from an Informative Text:

“Sunlight is free and abundant. In fact, if it could be efficiently controlled and directed, the sunlight that reaches earth would supply more than enough energy- solar energy- for the whole planet. Scientists are finding ways to harness the sun’s rays to generate electricity that will cook food, purify water, and furnish air conditioning. 

Source: English Arts I Textbook for First Year, JTW Corporation, 2000

3. COHERENCE
		The word coherence is derived from “cohere” which literally means, “to hold together”. If the sentences in the paragraph should relate to the topic sentence to effect a unified whole, these sentences should further be arranged in an orderly sequence and linked to one another to ensure a smooth progression of ideas from one sentence to another. It means to say that sentences move clearly from one idea to the next without gaps. 

Example of a paragraph with COHERENCE from an Informative Text:
	
“A normal adult usually has thirty-two teeth. These are classified into four kinds – the incisors, the canines, the premolars and the molars. The incisors are the four teeth in front in both the upper and lower set. These are followed by a pair of canines. An adult has two upper canines and two lower canines. Next are two premolars on each side for a total of four upper premolars and four lower premolars. The last three teeth on each side are called the molars. These four kinds of teeth help make up an adult’s thirty-two teeth. 

Source: English Arts I Textbook for First Year, JTW Corporation, 2000


4.  EMPHASIS/ORDER
		Emphasis is achieved when sentences reveal an order that the reader can see and follow, such as, from general to specific, from whole to part, from cause to effect, from abstract to concrete, and so on. 

Example of a paragraph with COHERENCE from an Informative Text:

“Streams of melting ice and show tunnel through the glaciers the same way that water from a faucet melts its way through an ice cube. Water from the surface drips down through cracks, hollowing out the tunnels and decorating the caves with crystal icicles. The smooth walls and floors are so glass-like that pebbles frozen six feet deep can easily be seen. Crystal-clear icicles draping down from the ceilings flash blue-green, as though they were carved from precious jewels instead of ice. This is how beautiful caves are formed by glaciers. 

Source: English Arts I Textbook for First Year, JTW Corporation, 2000
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You already have an idea about academic writing, specifically about informative text. Therefore, you must try the next activity in this part.

Activity 3: Did you know?
Read the informative text in the next page for a substantial learning. Once you are done reading, proceed in answering the process questions that follow. 


Nobel, Alfred Bernhard (1833-1896) was a Swedish chemist and inventor of the dynamite and other explosives. About 1863, he set up a factory to manufacture liquid nitro-glycerine, but the factory exploded in an accident killing his younger brother. Nobel then set out to find safe handling methods for the substance. In 1867, he developed the dynamite, a combination of glycerine and inert, stabilizing filler. Later, he invented gelignite (1876) and ballistite (1888). A lifelong pacifist, Nobel wished his explosives to be used solely for peaceful processes and was embittered by their military use. He left most of his fortune to the Nobel Foundation, which has used the money to reward Nobel Prize winners since 1901. 

Nobel prizes are annual awards given to the individuals or institutions judged to confer “the greatest benefit on mankind” in each of the six fields, Physics, Chemistry, Physiology or medicine, Literature, Peace and Economics. Prizes for the first five categories have been given since 1901; the economics prize was first awarded in 1969. The winner of the peace prize is decided by a committee of the Norwegian parliament; the other winners are determined by the corresponding bodies in Sweden: the Royal Academy of Sciences, the Caroline Medico-Chururigal Institute, and the Academy of Literature. Winners receive a gold medal and a cash payment, now consisting of a million dollars. The prize money comes from the foundation set up by Alfred Nobel. 

Source: The New Webster’s International Encyclopaedia Vol. 7,Florida: Trident Press International, 1999. 

Process Questions:

1. What pushed Alfred Nobel to look for a safe handling methods of substance?
	_________________________________________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________________________________________


2. Does the information text you have read consist of features of an academic writing? Why or Why not?
	_________________________________________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________________________________________
	_________________________________________________________________________________

Activity 4: Graphic Organizer
		Based from the text you have read, fill in the graphic organizer below by supplying information and details about the Nobel Prize text. 

Alfred Nobel’s Accomplishments
(1888)
(1876)
(1867)
(1863)


6 Fields awarded the Nobel Prize





















Activity 5: Crossword Puzzle
Read each statement below the puzzle and identify which feature of academic text it pertains to. Write your answers inside the boxes to complete the puzzle. 
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1. This feature centers on the oneness of ideas in the text. 
2. This feature allows the ideas of the text flow and be link from one idea to another.
3. This feature intends to provide all the necessary information about the topic.
4. This feature reveal an order that the reader can see and follow. 
                                
	     Activity 6: What’s on your Mind?
Fill out the Facebook boxes below with the knowledge you have absorbed from this module about the features of Informative Texts. 



UNITY- 


F







			
			COHERENCE -


 F

                     






	COMPLETENESS - 


F














F






What I Have Learned
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	     Activity 7: Complete Me!
You have gained knowledge about the features of academic writing specifically on Informative Texts. This time you must complete the sentences below and explain why each feature plays an important role in writing an informative text.

1. Unity is important in an academic writing because ________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Coherence is important in an academic writing because ____________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 


3. Completeness is important in an academic writing because __________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 


4. Emphasis and Order is important in an academic writing because _____________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

	
		
[image: ]     What I Can Do
		Activity 8: Locate and Elaborate
			Read the informative text below and complete the chart that follows. Put a check ( /) if it has features of an academic texts and provide a short explanation if you have found or not found a feature in the informative text.  Use the rubrics in the next page as your guide.  

The Youngest Billionaire

		The youngest billionaire is William H. Gates III, better known as Bill Gates. He is probably the most famous living entrepreneur. His steaming career began in high school when he and some friends founded a computer-software company. He briefly attended a Harvard University but left to begin Microsoft in 1979 with partner Paul Allan. But at the age of 31, Bill Gates shocked the world by becoming the youngest self-made billionaire. 

Source: Scott Foresman LITERATURE and Integrated Studies Vol. II. 1977. pg.  153





RUBRICS FOR ACTIVITY 7: Locate and Elaborate

	CRITERIA
	OUTSTANDING
(5)
	VERY GOOD
(4)
	AVERAGE
(3)
	DEVELOPING
(2)

	

FOCUS/CONTENT
	The explanation contains meaningful focus and has 3-5 supporting details. 
	The explanation contains little but meaningful focus and has 2-3 supporting details.
	The explanation contains little focus and there are 1-2 supporting detail/s. 
	The explanation contains no focus and there is no supporting details. 

	LANGUAGE MECHANICS
	All sentences are well constructed and have varied structure and length.
	Most sentences are well constructed and have varied structure and length. 
	Most sentences are well-constructed but they have similar structure and length. 
	Sentences sound awkward, are distractively repetitive and difficult to read. 




	Features of Academic Writing
	Found
	Not Found
	Explanation

	1. UNITY







	




	
	




	2. COHERENCE







	
	
	




	3. COMPLETENESS







	
	
	




	4. EMPHASIS/ 
ORDER
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You have done great in the past activities. This time, answer the 10-item multiple choice by encircling the letter of your answer. 
1. The following are TRUE about academic writing, EXCEPT:
	A. It must follow standards in writing. 		C. It uses formal language in writing. 
	B. It is impersonal and supplies factual details.	D. It includes opinions, predictions and facts. 

2. Which of the following is NOT a feature of academic writing?
	A. Coherence			B. Completeness		C. Unity 		D. Educational 

3. Paulo read an informative text about COVID19. However, he was confused because the text discussed about COVID19, the eruption of Mt. Taal and typhoon Ulysses. What feature is not evident in the text?
	A. Completeness		B. Emphasis			C. Coherence		D. Unity

	4. What feature of academic text centers on the logically arranged ideas and sentences?
	A. Completeness		B. Emphasis			C. Coherence		D. Unity

5. Francine is reading an informative text about COVID19 vaccines. In the text she’s reading, she learned the process of making the vaccine from the first trial until the final trial the manufacturers have done. What feature is highlighted in the text? 
	A. Completeness		B. Emphasis			C. Coherence		D. Unity

6. Which feature is focused on the relationship of sentences in a text?
	A. Completeness		B. Emphasis			C. Coherence		D. Unity

7. The following are examples of academic writings, EXCEPT:
A. Persuasive Text		B. Informative Text 		C. Poem		D. Research

8. Rachel is reading an informative text about the benefits of using face mask. However, she figured out that, the details are contradictory to each other and do not support the topic sentence. What feature is missing in the text she is reading?
	A. Completeness		B. Emphasis			C. Coherence		D. Unity

9. The text Joanna was reading does not have a clear flow of ideas and smooth progression of thoughts. What feature is not observed in this situation?
	A. Completeness		B. Emphasis			C. Coherence		D. Unity

10. Which of the following features of academic writing centers on the inclusion of all the details needed to be said and highlighted in a text?
	A. Completeness		B. Emphasis			C. Coherence		D. Unity
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	Additional Activity (Optional)
Amazing! You have answered the 10-item quiz. The knowledge in this module has been absorbed by you and it is certain that you can do this additional activity. 

Activity 9: Concentric Circle
Study the figure. At the center, paste your picture. On the other circles, write down at least four (4) most significant lessons you have learned and write it in a complete sentence.  


















Activity 10: Emoji Frenzy
Read the following statements. Check if the statements are true or false. If true, put the happy emoji,  and if false, put the sad emoji, . 

1. There are four features of Academic writing. 


2. Unity is achieved if the text has oneness of ideas. 


3. An academic writing is considered to have completeness if all necessary examples 
were mentioned. 

4. If an academic text has coherence, its sentences must be related to each other. 


5. The term “cohere” means to be united as one. 
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Answer Key:


What’s In
Activity 1
 Answers may vary
What’s More
 Activity 5
1. Unity
2. Coherence
3. Completeness
4. Emphasis




What’s New
Activity 2
Answers may vary


What’s More  
Activity 6
Answers may vary


What’s New
Activity 3
 Answers may vary

What I Have Learned 
Activity 7
Answers may vary




	
	What I Can Do
Activity 8
Answers may vary
What’s More
Activity 4
(1863)- set up a factory
(1867)- invented dynamite
(1876)- invented gelignite
(1888)- invented ballistite

6 Fields awarded the Nobel Prize
1. Physics
2. Chemistry
3. Physiology
4. Literature
5. Peace
6. Economics



Assessment
1. D		6. C
2. D		7. C
3. C		8. D
4. B		9. C
5. B		10. A






Additional Activity
Activity 9
 Answers may vary



Additional Activity
 Activity 10
1.  
2.  
3.  
4.  
5. 
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Region IX: Zamboanga Peninsula Hymn – Our Eden Land
Here the trees and flowers bloom
Here the breezes gently Blow,
Here the birds sing Merrily,
The liberty forever Stays,


Here the Badjaos roam the seas
Here the Samals live in peace
Here the Tausogs thrive so free
With the Yakans in unity

Gallant men And Ladies fair
Linger with love and care
Golden beams of sunrise and sunset
Are visions you’ll never forget
Oh! That’s Region IX

Hardworking people Abound,
Every valleys and Dale
Zamboangueños, Tagalogs, Bicolanos,
Cebuanos, Ilocanos, Subanons, Boholanos, Ilongos,
All of them are proud and true
Region IX our Eden Land

Region IX
Our..
Eden...
Land...
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Farewell, dear Fatherland, clime of the sun caress'd 
Pearl of the Orient seas, our Eden lost!, 
Gladly now I go to give thee this faded life's best, 
And were it brighter, fresher, or more blest 
Still would I give it thee, nor count the cost.  

On the field of battle, 'mid the frenzy of fight, 
Others have given their lives, without doubt or heed; 
The place matters not-cypress or laurel or lily white,
Scaffold or open plain, combat or martyrdom's plight, 
T is ever the same, to serve our home and country's need.  

I die just when I see the dawn break, 
Through the gloom of night, to herald the day; 
And if color is lacking my blood thou shalt take, 
Pour'd out at need for thy dear sake 
To dye with its crimson the waking ray.  

My dreams, when life first opened to me, 
My dreams, when the hopes of youth beat high, 
Were to see thy lov'd face, O gem of the Orient sea 
From gloom and grief, from care and sorrow free; 
No blush on thy brow, no tear in thine eye.  

Dream of my life, my living and burning desire, 
All hail ! cries the soul that is now to take flight; 
All hail ! And sweet it is for thee to expire ; 
To die for thy sake, that thou mayst aspire; 
And sleep in thy bosom eternity's long night.

If over my grave some day thou seest grow, 
In the grassy sod, a humble flower, 
Draw it to thy lips and kiss my soul so, 
While I may feel on my brow in the cold tomb below 
The touch of thy tenderness, thy breath's warm power.  

Let the moon beam over me soft and serene, 
Let the dawn shed over me its radiant flashes, 
Let the wind with sad lament over me keen ; 
And if on my cross a bird should be seen, 
Let it trill there its hymn of peace to my ashes. 
Let the sun draw the vapors up to the sky, 
And heavenward in purity bear my tardy protest 
Let some kind soul o 'er my untimely fate sigh, 
And in the still evening a prayer be lifted on high 
From thee, 0 my country, that in God I may rest.
  
Pray for all those that hapless have died, 
For all who have suffered the unmeasur'd pain; 
For our mothers that bitterly their woes have cried, 
For widows and orphans, for captives by torture tried 
And then for thyself that redemption thou mayst gain

And when the dark night wraps the graveyard around 
With only the dead in their vigil to see
Break not my repose or the mystery profound
And perchance thou mayst hear a sad hymn resound
'T is I, O my country, raising a song unto thee.

And even my grave is remembered no more
Unmark'd by never a cross nor a stone
Let the plow sweep through it, the spade turn it o'er
That my ashes may carpet earthly floor,
Before into nothingness at last they are blown.

Then will oblivion bring to me no care
As over thy vales and plains I sweep;
Throbbing and cleansed in thy space and air
With color and light, with song and lament I fare,
Ever repeating the faith that I keep.

My Fatherland ador'd, that sadness to my sorrow lends
Beloved Filipinas, hear now my last good-by! 
I give thee all: parents and kindred and friends
For I go where no slave before the oppressor bends,
Where faith can never kill, and God reigns e'er on high! 

Farewell to you all, from my soul torn away,
Friends of my childhood in the home dispossessed!
Give thanks that I rest from the wearisome day!
Farewell to thee, too, sweet friend that lightened my way; Beloved creatures all, farewell! In death there is rest!










I Am a Filipino, by Carlos P. Romulo
I am a Filipino–inheritor of a glorious past, hostage to the uncertain future. As such I must prove equal to a two-fold task–the task of meeting my responsibility to the past, and the task of performing my obligation to the future.

I sprung from a hardy race, child many generations removed of ancient Malayan pioneers. Across the centuries the memory comes rushing back to me: of brown-skinned men putting out to sea in ships that were as frail as their hearts were stout. Over the sea I see them come, borne upon the billowing wave and the whistling wind, carried upon the mighty swell of hope–hope in the free abundance of new land that was to be their home and their children’s forever.

I am a Filipino. In my blood runs the immortal seed of heroes–seed that flowered down the centuries in deeds of courage and defiance. In my veins yet pulses the same hot blood that sent Lapulapu to battle against the first invader of this land, that nerved Lakandula in the combat against the alien foe, that drove Diego Silang and Dagohoy into rebellion against the foreign oppressor.

The seed I bear within me is an immortal seed. It is the mark of my manhood, the symbol of dignity as a human being. Like the seeds that were once buried in the tomb of Tutankhamen many thousand years ago, it shall grow and flower and bear fruit again. It is the insignia of my race, and my generation is but a stage in the unending search of my people for freedom and happiness.
I am a Filipino, child of the marriage of the East and the West. The East, with its languor and mysticism, its passivity and endurance, was my mother, and my sire was the West that came thundering across the seas with the Cross and Sword and the Machine. I am of the East, an eager participant in its spirit, and in its struggles for liberation from the imperialist yoke. But I also know that the East must awake from its centuried sleep, shake off the lethargy that has bound his limbs, and start moving where destiny awaits.

I am a Filipino, and this is my inheritance. What pledge shall I give that I may prove worthy of my inheritance? I shall give the pledge that has come ringing down the corridors of the centuries, and it shall be compounded of the joyous cries of my Malayan forebears when first they saw the contours of this land loom before their eyes, of the battle cries that have resounded in every field of combat from Mactan to Tirad Pass, of the voices of my people when they sing:

 “I am a Filipino born to freedom, and I shall not rest until freedom shall have been added unto my inheritance—for myself and my children and my children’s children—forever.”
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